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Welcome to the Spring edition of 31 ½!

If you have not already been racing all winter or joining in
with the warm up series it is time to dust down your
wetsuits, get out your sails and get down to the club for
another year of sailing!

This edition is full of details of what to expect at WSC this
year, from adult skimmers to the new improved
Commodore's Race! Also more details on DutyMan, race
timings and club events. Ian Foxwell's interesting article on
his take of old versus new boats is well worth a read. It
certainly made me miss the days of team racing Fireflys,
my uni team dreamed of owning the Rondar Fireflys ­ the
best boats in the world for roll­tacking (in my opinion!).

Sadly this is the last edition of 31 1/2 I shall be editing. Apparently opening a new museum is
taking up more time than I first anticipated (who'd a thought it!). So I shall be taking a break as
editor to focus my efforts on assisting my Director to get the newest museum in Kent up and
running!

As yet a new editor has not stepped forwards so I would like to take this opportunity to make a
call out for one of our members to take over the mantel. Do drop me an email to
amyclareadams@hotmail.com or speak to one of the committee members if you are interested
in this role.

All the very best for a good year of sailing and see you on the water soon!

Amy

Streaker 1 675
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From the Commodore...
By Martin Vinton, your new Commodore

Winter work parties are now completed, with many
improvements to the changing rooms, lobby area,
blockhouse, committee room clear out, balcony wall,
drainage ditches plus all the regular annual
maintenance tasks – track, slipway, gutters and kitchen
deep clean.

Many thanks to Roy Winnett for organising the work
parties, Duncan Griffiths for his expert guidance and all
members for their hard work.

We have been very fortunate with good winds for the Warm up series this year and only one day
cancelled due to very strong winds. Thank you to all the volunteers for their help in running the
series.

Duties are now all on Dutyman, accessible via the club website. Using Dutyman should make it
much easier to update personal details (email address, phone numbers) and also contacting
other members with similar duties to try to swap duties. [see page 13 for more details]

At this winters RYA Club workshops it has been very reassuring to find out that we are already
providing lots of key activities, with only a few areas for possible improvement.

Hopefully the weather will start warming up soon, we have good weather this year and I look
forward to seeing you at the club and on the water.

Martin Vinton
Laser

Top 15 finishers of the Warm Up Series:

Rank Class SailNo HelmName CrewName

1st BLAZE 807 Ian Foxwell
3rd BLAZE 719 Stuart Bailey
2nd Alto 120 Grahame Smith/Tom Tom/Jayne Lambert/Jo Wicken
4th 2000 2229 Richard/Rachel Sheridan Rachel /Lisa Campbell
5th LASER 3000 3504 Roo Coward Lucy Hockey/Bert Searle
6th 2000 2924 Darren Horton Ken Jarrad
7th 2000 22115 Lesley O'Rourke Adam Hampton/Peter Woodroof
8th LASER 159343 Neil Lamprell
9th Alto 111 Andy/Nik Antoniades Nik /Andy Hockey
10th BLAZE/FIRE 732 John Hewat
11th STREAKER 1675 Amy Adams
12th BLAZE 634 Martin Jones
13th STREAKER 1439 Amanda Randall
14th 2000 2586 Rachel Sheridan Anna Crane
15th LASER 160567 Graham Turner



Saturday Skimmers is back!

Our programme runs every Saturday from 4th April ­ 17th October except for the Medway
Regatta weekend (18th/19th July) and the Junior Regatta (29th August).

We plan to run the usual racing group (4 series during the year and the Pursuit Race) plus an
intermediate group and beginners group.

09:30 Club open
10:00 Race briefing
10:30 Launch safety boats
10:55 First race warning signal
12:45 Boats ashore

Beginners and intermediate sailors, please arrive no later than 10:00.

We rely very much on the support of parents/guardians and Club members to run Skimmers
each week. This includes assisting the kitchen team, helping with launch and recovery of boats,
timing the racing in the Race Box (good view of all the action!), and if qualified, driving the RIBs.
Your support is very welcome. Please come and speak to any of the Skimmers Team.

KSSA Regatta at Medway Yacht Club

On Saturday 25th April, racing for the Skimmers will be part of the KSSA Opening Splash, just
up the river at Medway YC.

This will mean an earlier start at Wilsonian SC as we will need to sail up to MYC in time for the
briefing there at 10 a.m. All our racers can launch at WSC and sail up together, accompanied by
our RIB that will be supporting the event all day.

Racing starts at 11 a.m. with two back to back races, ashore for lunch, then two back to back
races in the afternoon.

It is a great opportunity to race with other sailors from across Kent and the events caters for
those who have only just started racing through to the experts! Part of the event includes on
water coaching support for those who are less experienced.

The Skimmers Team encourages anyone who currently races at Skimmers on Saturdays to join
in. Results from this event will also count for our Spring Series.

To assist event planning, participants are asked to pre­register at www.kssa.co.uk. The cost for
the day if pre­registered is £10 for single handers and £12 for double handers.

If you pre­register but then find you are unable to sail on the day, you won’t be charged.
Please speak to your Junior Fleet Captain and Kent County Sailing Team member, Richard Tutt,
about sailing with KSSA.
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Wilsonian Juniors



I am pleased to say, with some pride, that the 2000
Fleet have had a good season in 2014 and its been
a real pleasure for me to be 2000 Fleet Captain and
I look forward to continuing this role for a second
year. I knew I had a big task ahead as I was
stepping into Colin Treadwell's shoes and he has
been a great support to me; I am also grateful for
the support from Roy Winnett and David
Vettergreen as my two rear fleet captains. Moreover
thanks the fleet for their support and
encouragement, both on and off the water, as well
as putting up with my rambling fortnightly email
updates and some one­tack wonder course
settings!

The 2000 Fleet activities outside of the club in 2014
included a number of entries to the 2000 Class
Association events including Weir Wood SC Open,
Bough Beech SC Open, Welsh Championships at
Cardiff Bay, Grafham Millennium Series Inland
Championships and Inland Championships at
Northampton SC. There were 4 boats competing at
the National Championships in August 2014 at Exe
Sailing Club and a Wilsonians boat was the proud
winner of the prestigious 'Pecker' Award ­ its a little
joke amongst the fleet as its awarded at the
Nationals and its the prize no­one wants to win!!

The 2000 Class Association set a target for ‘Barts
Bash’ on 21 September 2014 to have 2000 x 2000
unfortunately they didn’t quite make it but there
were 233 on the water, equal 12th on the list of
classes! I met up with James and Jenny MacGregor
‘Naiad 2272’ , the Class Association Sailing and
Membership Secretaries respectively, at the Dinghy
Show in February 2015 and they have laid down the
gauntlet to enter every Millennium Series Race plus
Open events, Inlands Champs and Nationals for
this season.

At the club, sailing amongst the Fleet has been very
active; we have new members and new boats on
station making a total of 16 boats plus the club 2000
which has been hired on a regular basis. There
have been 2000 entries in every sailing event in
2014 and we have a mix of sailors which includes
ladies, juniors, novices and masters. New sails
have been purchased and there is discussion about

which is best design ­ old or new? It would be
difficult to name the top sailors and I wouldn't want
to miss anyone but there has certainly been some
very exciting fleet racing at the club, as well as
some delicious food! Moreover one of our 2000
sailors, Roy Winnett, was awarded the RYA Lifetime
Commitment Award in October 2014.

For 2015 season, we have at least 7 boats
intending to go to the National Championship (9th ­
14th August 2015 at Abersoch SC in North Wales). I
am trying to persuade a few more members so we
may make double figures.

There’s a tempting offer from Broadstairs SC who
are hosting the Millennium Series 1 on 2nd/3rd May
2015 for Saturday night curry. I’m sure Dave Adams
will be keeping a watchful eye open for the Pecker!
The full list of events can be found on the club
noticeboard or the 2000 Class Association website
www.2000class.org – you can also count how many
times ‘Skies on Fire’ seem to be in the photos.

Looking though the 2014 seasons results has
highlighted one of the strengths of the 2000 Fleet at
Wilsonians; the willingness to give advice to others,
to take out new sailors, to swap boats/ helms/ crew,
to swap boat spares and sails (thanks again to Roy
for lending me his main sail) and the general
friendship amongst the fleet, particularly if you’re
feeling tired after sailing and face hauling your boat
and trolley up the beach, there always seems to be
a welcome party to help. I was also struck by the
friendliness of the 2000 Class Association when
‘Team Wilsonians’ entered the Nationals and other
class events.

So despite sailing different boats whilst I have been
on holiday with Minorca Sailing and I am very glad
to be a 2000 sailor and look forward to a good
season racing for 2015.

Rachel Sheridan

2000 2229

2000 Fleet Report
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By Stewart Robertson your new Fleet Captain.

The season beckons and no doubt hardier souls
than myself will be out there flexing their muscles.
I relish the thought of the coming season but first a
look back at what occurred.

Firstly I must introduce myself as the old geyser
who sails the red Blaze 609. Rarely a winner, but
often just behind the leaders with such consistency
I sometimes win the odd trophy. A couple of years
ago I volunteered to assist Matt Love (our
esteemed Sailing Secretary) with his role and soon
found myself as Blaze representative. Now due to
the lack of anybody worthy of replacing Graham
Jenkinson as Medium Fleet captain I have found
myself here. Thanks to Graham for representing
us for a number of years and organising a number
of things in his quiet and thorough manner ­ I hope
I can do half as well. What I do intend to do is
represent you with enthusiasm but for the non
Blaze sailors in our fleet this will be difficult without
your participation. It would be easy for me to only
put forward the Blaze point of view but I am
conscious that there are keen Wayfarers, Lasers
and others in our fleet. Please let your opinions be
known.

So looking back we had Chris Saunders who was
dominant in the Blaze fleet and rarely challenged
by other Blazes but often given a hard time by
Brian Lamb in his Wayfarer, not to mention John
Goudie and Bob Dutton. Sadly Chris has gone to
pastures new, and Brian is still around! Still it was
Blazes in the first 5 places for the Spring Series.
For the Early Summer Series Amy made an
impression in 2nd place but there were still 3
Blazes in the top 4 places and Gordon Belcher is
always close at hand and came 5th. The Late
Summer Series was a similar story with the top 3
places filled by Blazes.

Something happened in the Autumn Series and
Brian Lamb won it with Quentin 2nd and then
myself heading up the Blaze challenge with Neil
Lamprell in 5th. Clearly Chris Saunders was not
around in his Blaze.

So looking forward the Blaze is at a serious
disadvantage since its handicap has been cut yet
again, to 1021. Neil Lamprell and Quentin in their
Lasers will be pleased and this is an even greater
incentive for Amy to sail her Streaker in our fleet.
Technically the Streaker should be in the slow
handicap, but I for one welcome her as she can
cause us a real headache in the light breezes and
of course that other headache, the Wayfarers, will
be there as before. Let’s hope we get more boats
out this year but as far as the Blazes are
concerned we have lost Chris but gained Ian
Foxwell so there are 11 Blazes in the club and I’m
confident we will get 6 to 8 out on occasions.

Just to keep you informed the dividing line
between the Medium handicap and the Fast
handicap has been tweaked to include the Fireball
in the Fast and keep the Merlin Rocket in the
Medium. You may say why bother but the Sailing
Committee has to get these things right so that
events like the Medway Regatta work well. This
year in our series racing we will be starting behind
the Fast Handicap as before, and using the 5
minute intervals rather than the 3 minute interval
we experimented with in the later part of 2014.

So let’s go for it this year, non Blaze sailors should
be encouraged by the Blaze handicap and the
Blaze sailors race amongst themselves anyway, so
it hardly matters. As you can see I’m a “Glass half
Full” sort of guy, see if you can match my
enthusiasm with some racing and some
suggestions for things we can do as a fleet.

Stewart Robertson

Blaze

Medium Handicap Fleet Report
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Countdown Sequence

Some of you will be relieved to learn that it has
been decided to retain the 5­4­1­Go countdown
sequence for the 2015 season, at least until an
automated starting system is available. The 6­3­
Go sequence was not popular and ideally required
acrobatics on the part of the ARO juggling three
boards at once, while a 3­2­1­Go procedure, while
very easy for competitors with a hoot every
minute, required frantic levels of activity from the
race crew who then had little or no time to check
what was happening on the water.

Race Box Automation

The aim is to completely automate the starting
procedure – timing, sound and visual warning
signals, so that errors can be reliably avoided and
the race crew have more time to check goings on
on the water. Stewart Robertson and Rob
Abraham are currently working on a cunning
scheme, and would welcome input, especially
practical. Ultimately, the more people who
understand the workings of the final version, the
better.

Commodore’s/Bosun’s

Just to repeat last issue’s information about the
series: this year, competitors will have the choice
between a long Commodore’s course downriver,
which should take about 2½ hours for the median
competitor, and a shorter, lapping Bosun’s Trophy
series which will return to the club line once per
lap. Start times have been brought forward
compared to previous years, so that, hopefully,
nobody should have to face a return to the club
around Mears point against an ebb tide. The
sequence will be Slow/Medium Comm’s
competitors, followed 15 minutes later by the
entire Bosun’s fleet, then after a further 15 minutes
the Fast Comm’s fleet.

South Kent Race

There has been some dispute in past years about
the optimum start time for this event, and so the
decision has been taken to allow competitors to
choose their own start time within certain
constraints. Thus there will be starts at 15 minute
intervals from 11:30 to 13:15, low water Sheerness
being at approximately 14:27. Starting and
finishing will be at the club line unless the course
is shortened. Not exactly an innovation this, as it
was the strategy used to start the race in 1980. A
chance for the long­term members to wallow in
nostalgia!

Portsmouth Yardsticks

There has been a lot of movement in these in now
that the RYA has introduced a system whereby
clubs can make their returns weekly to a special
PYS website (to which WSC contributes thanks to
Roy Winnett). As a result, the PY splits of the
Fast/Medium/Slow fleets have had to be changed.
The intended effect was to keep our racing ‘as
was’, despite e.g. the Radial dropping to 1135 and
the RS100 rising to 983. Check the numbers in the
latest club Sailing Instructions when they appear in
the printed Sailing Programme.

Individual Recalls

The Individual Recall procedure will be amended
as follows. The sound signal accompanying the
display of flag X will only be made for boats sailing
from behind the line to the on­course side. This is
to avoid the confusion caused by sounding the
horn for boats that are still rigging on the beach or
clearly trying to reach the correct side of the start
line; sailors who have legitimately started have in
the past often been left in doubt or have even
returned unnecessarily if they could not
immediately see the cause of the second, recall
sound signal.

News from the Sailing Committee
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Old boats against new, the things I've learnt

I taught myself to sail back in March 2002 at
Chipstead sailing club. In brief the first thing I did
was buy an end of line, 2 piece Musto dry suit for
£90 (which was money well spent) and then I blew
£200 on an old Firefly that was providing a good
home to the local wildlife, flora and forna etc in the
Chipstead boat park and to be frank, at £200, it was
over priced! But it came with everything I needed
and once I’d fixed the holes and screwed it back
together it not only floated but sailed.

So during that first year the weather conveniently
warmed up at a similar speed to my dry suit testing,
and by the time the weather was too hot for me to
wear it I had just about mastered the art of keeping
a boat up right... well most of the time.

Back then Chipstead had a small but good fleet of
Fireflys and most of us sailed single handed. They
were a really friendly bunch with a couple of quick
boats. They had all been sailing for years they were
all good enough to win on their day. I on the other
hand hadn’t, couldn’t and didn’t... but I did enjoy
myself and on the windy days when it was going to
be too much for me, Id crew for one of the others.

Racing back then was also an adventure. For
example, on Wednesday nights the others would
be ashore, changed, packed away and stood at the
bar with a pint in their hands watching me as I
came ashore... literally. The one big advantage to

this was that everyone would then help me pack
away as they all wanted to lock up and go home!
But I got better and by the time the next year came
around I was pretty much with the fleet... all be it
last... but I was at least in touch.

That spring a great bloke named Neil Banks took
pity on me. Neil sailed one of the quick boats, he
had been sailing Fireflys for years, had one of the
then new, Rondar boats with which he would do the
circuit. Any way he gave me a set of sails. I was
kinda happy with what I had as I could still see all
the mistakes I was making and the things that I
could do better, but I was getting frustrated by
things like the sail controls not doing what they all
told me they should, just because my sails were so
blown out and baggy, and to be honest green! Even
a clean in the washing machine couldn’t shift the
grime.

So Neil gave me some sails. Lets be clear about
one thing, they weren’t new by any stretch of the
imagination but he had a new set himself, had an
old set for the windy days... then he had another
old set for the really windy days... and then he had
the set he gave me. He figured he would never use
them again and that they would be better off with
me, and they were loads better than what I had.
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This story actually has a fairy tale ending as in my
very first race using these blown out, knackered
and discarded sails I won!!! Now to be honest it
wasn’t all down to the sails, it was a very light wind
day in which I got lucky with the last puff of the race
and just lead the pack over the line. But the fact is, I
very much doubt that I would have won without
them. This taught me however that the time I had
spent with my old sails, trying to make them do
what I wanted or at least learn ways of getting
around the problems that they gave me, was time
well spent. In many ways sailing with a good boat
and a good sails is easy. You can read a book, set
the boat up as the class tell you to and it will do
what its meant to. Sail an old boat with knackered
sails and you can throw the rule book out the
window. Understanding the fundamentals and
working out yourself how to make things happen is
often the only way to get the best out of imperfect
gear.

So bringing this right back up to the present day,
Hannah and I have been sailing old boats now for
years, in fact with only a couple of exceptions all
our boats have been old and knackered when we
get them. Our current 12 is a 15 year old build of a
25 year old design and it races off a handicap that
is adjusted every year the wrong way because 12's
are a development class and keep getting better.
But it is still a fantastic boat, great fun and fast
enough to win when things go right. Before that we
had a 35 year old wooden 12, and then of course
there was Uncle Fungus our 29er. This was one of
the very first made and when we bought it there
was a hole in the bottom. We had a great time in
this boat and won many a race still using its original
10 year old sails. But following 2 weeks at Minorca
sailing and having the chance to play in a pretty
much brand new boat, with new sails (I don’t think
your average Minorca sailing visitor is either up to,
or wants to sail a 29er) we very quickly realised just
how soft our hull had become and how much better
a new boat with new sails was. This boat was
appreciably quicker on all points of sail.

But now I have a nearly new boat with a nearly new
sail and I’m looking at things from the other side.

Blaze 807 is a great boat. To start with its been built
down to weight unlike the earlier Topper boats so is
probably a little lighter than the older boats, and it
then gains even more of a weight advantage as the
older boats will have absorbed some moisture by
now. It has a carbon mast that the books will tell
you offers some advantages although I’m not
convinced that for the average to large sailor that
the advantages are that great, but for a light weight
like me, its much better. Then there is the sail. I
don’t know if I got lucky or if all the North sails are
this good but this one sets on my mast perfectly.

So does this make my boat any better? You bet ya.
I doubt the advantage is as much as people might
think but it is real.

Do you need a boat like this to win? not at all but it
does help.

Is it more fun? Well that’s a yes and a no. It is great
to sail a boat in which everything works as it should
and where you don’t have to compensate for
anything but then again there are no excuses, it
does everything its meant to so if things go wrong
there really is only one reason. And lets face it I
was having just as much fun in my £200 Firefly you
just adjust your goals to suit the situation.

But you know me, I doubt I’ll keep this boat for ever
so what will I replace it with when the time comes?
Well to be honest I don’t know but the chances are
it wont be another new boat no matter how good
this one is but more likely I'll find something lying in
a field unloved, covered in green mold and with a
hole in the bottom. But you can be sure that I’ll
have just as much fun sorting it out and sailing it
again than I'm having now... I'll just set myself
different goals to achieve.

Ian

Blaze 807





Want to improve your sailing skills?

Want to practice your RIB driving?

Happy to help others get on the water?

Then come and join us at Adult Skimmers Afternoons…

After the success of last year’s Adult Skimmers Afternoons, we are again running a programme
during the season, starting 16th May, the week after the Open Day.

Adult Skimmers is a chance for you to come and sail and improve your skills without the
pressure of Sunday racing but with safety cover support on the water. You can use your own
boat or one of the Club dinghies (subject to availability).

Sessions start at 1.30pm, but please be changed and have your boat ready by then so we can
get on the water promptly. Please speak to Paul or Jayne if you would like to use a Club boat.
Members… can you offer one or more afternoons to take out someone for a sail?

And for RIB drivers and PB2 holders, why not come and support a Saturday afternoon and have
a chance to refresh your own RIB skills?

More details to follow nearer the time, but please contact Jo Wicken jo@wicken.net to register
interest – sailing, helping with the sailing or driving a safety boat.

As almost all of you will have noticed, we are now using the DutyMan website to handle our
duties. Judging by the activity log, lots of people are already using it to swap duties for those on
more convenient dates – something that is appreciably easier to do than it was in the past.

It is also possible to volunteer to do extra duties, filling vacant slots in, for example, the Frostbite
Series. Usefully, we are also able to use DutyMan to handle Wednesday Evening duties,
although it is not possible to swap between Sunday and Wednesday duties. This is deliberate, in
that Sunday duties are mostly allocated, whereas Wednesdays are voluntary.

If you have any queries on how to use DutyMan, please contact duties@wilsoniansc.org.uk; this
does not apply to arranging swaps – that is up to you!

This year, the duty list was drawn up in the time­honoured fashion. Looking to next year, many
clubs release a blank duty sheet and let members choose their own duty slots, the sheet being
rolled out first to those in a position fill key posts. Most duties can be performed by any member
who either has the experience or is prepared to get up to speed on the skills needed; safety
boat driver, however, is one which requires formal qualifications. Anyone booking themselves
into a slot for which they clearly cannot fulfil the duty can expect themselves to be summarily
removed! It is as yet undecided which approach the club will adopt next year, so after you have
had some experience of the system, feedback would be appreciated as to which system set­up
arrangement you’d like to see in place.
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Wilsonian Sailing Club Events

Push the Boat out Open Day 9th May 2015

Friday Fun Sailing Starts 15th May 2015

River Festival 7th July 2015

Medway Regatta 18th 19th July 2015

Junior Week 26th ­29th August 2015

Barts Bash 20th Sept 2015

RYA Instructor Training Days with Andy Kerr

Saturday 27th June 2015

Saturday 8th August 2015

Saturday 26th September 2015

Dates for your Diary






























